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Love and Happiness 
 
(John Mellencamp)  
 
Well, we're droppin' our bombs 
In the southern hemisphere 
And people are starving 
That live right here 
And they're tearing down walls 
In the name of peace 
And they're killing each other 
In the Middle East 
 
But love and happiness 
Have forgotten our names 
And there's no value left 
In love and happiness 
 
They raise the price of oil 
And they censor our mouths 
If you're a young couple today 
Forget buying a house 
And we wage our wars 
In the neighborhoods 
We kill the young to feed the old 
And man that ain't no good 
 
But love and happiness 
Have forgotten our names 
And there's no value left 

In love and happiness 
 
So, if you sell arms 
Or you run dope 
You got respect 
And you got hope 
But the rest of us die 
On your battle fields 
With wounds that fester and 
bleed 
But never heal 
 
But love and happiness 
Have forgotten our names 
And there's no value left 
In love and happiness 
 
And love and happiness 
And love and happiness 
Have forgotten our names 
And there's no value left 
In love and happiness 
 
Love and happiness 
Love and happiness 
Love and happiness  
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“Love and Happiness” is a song by John Mellencamp. The song is included on Whenever We 
Wanted, Mellencamp's 11th album, and the first to be credited simply to Mellencamp's given 
name (i.e., without the "Cougar" name). 
 
The album reached the top 20 and went platinum. It also includes the hits "Get A Leg Up" (#1 
for three weeks on the Album Rock Tracks chart), "Now More Than Ever" (#3 on the Album 
Rock Tracks chart), "Last Chance" (#12 on the Album Rock Tracks chart), and "Again Tonight" 
(#1 for two weeks on the Album Rock Tracks chart). "Get A Leg Up" (#14) and "Again 
Tonight" (#36) also cracked the Billboard Hot 100. 
 
Entertainment Weekly gave the album a positive review, stating: "To Mellencamp's credit, even 
though 'Whenever We Wanted' delivers his signature rock & roll punch, he doesn't try to. That 
Mellencamp still has the courage to make depressing assessments in a pop context is a victory 
that outweighs the record's other shortcomings." 
 
The woman featured on the cover with Mellencamp is Elaine Irwin. The cover photo was taken 
during the shoot for the video for the hit single "Get a Leg Up." The video was shot in July 
1991; Mellencamp and Irwin didn't see each other again until January 1992 when the Whenever 
We Wanted Tour pulled into New York City. They become a couple a short time later and were 
married in September 1992. They separated in September 2010 and were divorced in 2011. 
  


